DEPARTMENT OF 3 RELATIONS AND wee GUIDANCE 


National Urban Leagu 
MEMORANDUM 
To: Mr, Reginald A. Johnson, Director 
Field Services 
and 
Mr. Julius A. Thomas, Director 
1 and 1 Guidance 
FROM Roy E, Norris, Field Secretary 
Department of Industrial Relations 
SUBJ: efforts in Trenton-B County Area, 2/5/52~2/27/52. 


* * * 1 1 * 


The approximately three-week period of work reported here is one 
zemi at the spot survey I did af the Trenton-Gucks County and Phi: 
area during December, and of subsequent conferences regarding the National 
Urban aagus Joritiot relative ta that area. Other National Urban League 
É several or meetings 
— Caint 2 ͤ rg: teat piaia 
interest through personal lay contacts in the area, 


My headquarters were at the Hildebrecht Hotel which proved more and 
more to provide for free expression of several persons who came to talk with 
me there. I also spent considerable time in the offices of Mr, Clifford Moore 
Coune: 


Mr. 8 . the Delaware Valley United Fund, 
and Mr, Auerbach, VVV 
cil were ies and were able to provide satisfac~ 
tory interpretation of our efforts and interests to local officials who might 
hear about my presence and want to check on my "references," 


2. 


At least one such call cane from Mr, Shriners Works 


of the Ternstedt 


Division of General Motors Corporation, and Mr, Graham's interpretation 
the way for a very good conference with hin. 


At least one conference was held with each of the following persons 
listed below. The persons were selected after a review was developed of at 
least their supposed attitudes and activities insofar as they might help or 
hinder some significant work on emergent Trenton and/or Trenton-Bucks County 


problems faced by Negroes, 


Ur. Peter Auerbach 

Executive Secretary 

Delaware Valley Council of 
Social Agencies 

211 West State Street 

Trenton, N. J. 


Ur. Michael Bodgen, President 
Central Jersey Industrial 


Trenton, 

(National Urban League committee- 
nan on Delaware Valley United Fund) 

Trenton 5-6416 


Delaware Valley United 
211 West State Street 


(Very active Hegre in United Steel 
Workers of Americ: 

ompany ‘local, Chairman, Safety 
3 Trustee, UW, Local 
2670; delegate to Central Jersey 
CIO Council.) 


Mr. H, Charles Ford, Director 
District #7 
United Steel Workers of America 


ladelphia, Pa. 
Rittenhouse 6.6826 


Mr, Graham, Executive Secretary 
Delaware Valley United Fund 
211 West State Street 

Trenton, N, J. 

Trenton 2-1175 


Dr. ‘James R, nate gad 
235 Stre 


Negro 
very active. i) 


Urs. Janes R. Granger 
235 Sp: ha es 
8 

Trentoi 

din civic worker.) 


Lavard H, Holmes, Pastor 


2-4970 
s president, Trenton Chapter, 


Mr, Henry Johnson, Executive Secretary 
Manufacturers Association of New Jersey 
363 West State Street 

Trenton, N, J, 

Trenton 5256 


Mr, T. F. Kinney, Director 
Industrial Arti 


8 
Trenton Board of Education 
Trenton, N, J. 


Mr, Harry R. Lesslie 
Apprenticeship Coordinator 
Trenton Board of Education 
Trenton, N, J. 


Mr, Lochner, Executive Secretary 
Trenton Chamber of Commerce 
Hotel Stacy-Trent 

West State Street 

Trenton, Ne J. 


Mr, Menger, Works Manager 
American Bridge Company 

(USS subsidiary) 

501 John Pitch Way 

Trenton, N. J. 

Trenton 9128 


Dr. B. d. McGruder 


Trenton 62711 

(Young, active, Negro lawyer; 

NUL Advisory 1 for wor) 
Mrs, C. R. 

237 Spring Street 

Trenton, Ne J. 

Trento: 


m 
(Active civic worker) 
Mrs, Charles M. Williams 


Dr. Wesley A. Mount 
River Road 


Negro dentist in 
lower Bucks County) 


Mr. Shriner, General Works Manager 
Ternstedt Division 

General Motors Corporation 
Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, N. J, 

Trenton 2-4181 


Mr, James Stewart, President 


Mr, Charles u. Williams, Proprietor 
Mercer Floor Ce 


Corner Pennington and Calhoun Streets 
Ne J. 
Trenton 3-9969 
(Able civic worker, new President local 
Chapters Board Member: 


1 DVUF, 
YMCA, Carver Center) 


. Mr. 
Flac Service Comit- 
jorkshop 


local agencies acting as co-sponsors, under the guidance of explained 
the purpose of my work in the area and stated that I have no authority to decide 


aie 


pot thy workshop he is setting up. I pointed out 
gue in Trenton and that I, therefore, personally, 


1D) for my of 
I, personally, see reason for good cooperation between his agency and mine. 


For instance, I pointed out that AFSC has publicly stated some interest 
in the Bucks County problems and that at least I feel that the AFSC can do an 
excellent job through ite own constituency throughout the Bucks Couhty area, I 
suggested that its lectureship program be utilized for meetings of local groups, 
emphasizing the desirability of a democratic housing pattern in new housing develop- 
ments. I suggested that individual Friends living in the county could be stimula- 


nager topic for each meeting. Mr. Wilmore said that AFSC has organized a Bucks 
County Friends Citizens Committee, and that he would raise my suggestions in 

“Philadelphia in the hope that they might be carried officially to their Bucks 
County Ccxmittee, I indicated that I would take up the request for eo-sponsorship 
of the workshop at the National Urban League office. 


The meeting was scheduled for from 6:30 to 10:00 p. n. I tried to time 
ny arrival to be sone thirty minutes before the mecting would be over, but it 
did not adjourn until almost 11:00 pem, I was asked to speak to the group of 
about 25 people, and took the opportunity to interpret NUL efforts in Trenton 
and Bucks County to those present, as individuals, I was emphatic in sketching 
the boundaries of our work, in an attempt to preclude any misunderstanding and 
to inspire favorable reactions of those present to any subsequent developments, 


The other NAACP meeting was an open forum, entitled, "The Negro in 
Organized Labor." James Sweeney, Regional Director, CIO, and tuo other (white) 


I made innumerable telephone calls to several offices either in 
attempts to see certain 2 ar to get information, Still other individuals 
should be 


were discussed who 


d in some light 
Piers: present NUL efforts in Trenton and Bucks County, These individuals 


Mr, Kelley 
Mr, Kovacs 

United Steel Workers 

203 kast State Street 

Trenton, N, J. 

Trenton 2-5129 

Mr, Alfred Werner 

United Steel Workers, C10 

20h Stockham Building 

Morrisville, Pa. 

Morrisville 7h-7166 

The Reverend 8. H. Woodson, Pastor 
Shiloh Ba: Chureh 

93 Humbolt Street 


Trenton, H. J. 

Trenton 

Mr, Ray Chase, Works 

American Steel and Wire Company 
(4 USS subs: 

80 Hamilton Avenue 

trenton, Ne J. 

Trenton 

ur. Otto, President 
Penn-Vi onstruction Company 
Pennsylvania A 


‘and Company 


J. Anderson 
et 


Mr, Frank Flatch, Pres: 
CIO Council, -i of 
Local 


Mr, dames Sweeney, Regional Director, 
25 North Montgomery Street 
Trenton, Ne Je 


Mr, Herbert Bennett 
District Director, UAW 


5 South Peannsylvania Avenue 


Ta. 
(Chairman, Lower Bucks County Citizens 
on Health and Welfare Needs.) 


Committee 


Mr, David Johnson (U) 
Perry Street 


(Writes editorials for UAW papers 
Educational Director of General 
Motors Local.) 


Mrs, Margaret Holmes ( ACWU, CIO) 
276 Street 
Trenton, 


„ Me de 


13 
(Reported to be most active Negro in 
Trenton labor movement.) 


Io 


Mr. Roland Jacobs Mr. DeWitt Wilson 

Acme Rubber Company Rice Street 

Trenton, N. J. Allentown, Pa. 

NEGRO MINISTERS 

Ine Reverend Mr, Grayson e Reverend Mr. Bagley 
tist ale Baptist Church 

Trenton, N, J. Trenton, N, J. 

The Reverend D, H. Owens The Reverend John Wilson 

Mount Zion AME Church St, Phillip's Baptist Church 

Trenton, Ne J. Trenton, N, J. 

Findings: 


‘The period spent in the Trenton-Bucks County area was successful- 
additional insight was gained on how best to approach remedial efforts, and 
local leadership was readied for such efforts, 


Certain determining factors found are as follows: 


() 


(2) 


(3) 


Ch) 


Trenton leadership and lower Bucks County leadership are not 
coordinati 


hard way,” There is every indication that any efforts we 
stimilate in the area should be organized as separate projects- 
one for Trenton and one for lower Bucks County. 


Trenton Negroes feel very strongly that a local Urban League 
should be established; that Trenton problems for Negroes are 
so serious and . seated that very 3 
are needed there. 


By being careful not to raise any question of the desirability 
Arte ll ln ieee kai r 
officials in Trenton, their 
FFF 
properly approached. 


Many Negro and white Trentonians feel that Trenton should receive 
some special, easily identifiable Urban League wrk in Trenton, 
as the ware Valley United Fund is contributing to 
the National Urban League. (This fecling was expressed pointedly 
by Mr, Graham, DVUF Executive, and by Mr. Auerbach, Council 
Executive.) 


(5) Exploratory work with topmost industrial officials in Trenton 
revealed what I consider genuine interest in a special project 
on the basis of immediate and emergent needs in Trenton itself. 


(6) Exploratory work in lower Bucks County indicated a sense of 
weighty wonder about the problems of housing and 
for Negroes there, No clear-cut thinking is evident that 
Could be expected to lead to solutions ef the problems, It 
is certain that a longer time will be needed to get any impor- 
Me as 


tant remedial activity rized and 
stated above~in 0 ) -the fact that there is current resent~ 
ment of Trenton 1 means that work in Bucks 


County 
should be separate from work in Trenton at each local level. 


Ce t 


every 


that is, with any serious interest in really important work resulting. 


Recommendations: 
It is urged that decisions be made, as soon as possible, about the 
following recommendations thats 


(1) Efforts in Trenton and in lower Bucks County should be kept 
separate at the local level, 


(2) There should be assembled in Trenton, Negro and white leadership 


of 

soe: ‘epresenta~ 
tion and a working committee including persons best able 
to find and up Negroes who are to benefit from the work. 


March 7, 


(3) 


Ch) 


(5) 


(6) 


The of the total (the advisory committee 
and the working comittee) should be the initiation of a train- 
ing program designed to 


a. provide additional trained workers for fields of 
occupational shortages. 

be remove the bottleneck that is responsible for only 
& disproportionate and seriously small number of 
Negroes to be found in highly skilled and technical 
job classifications, and 

ce to find, aid 
Negroes through whom the first two objectives 
will be realized, 


1 


The group organized in Trenton should be expected to become a 
local Urban League after the i project 
has become successful, and National Office relationships with 
Trenton and with this ‘temporary group should keep this 
eventuality in mind. 


Lower Bucks County should be the center of additional exploration, 
laying the groundwork for special and important efforts. However, 
Present plans of activity on the part of other National Urban 
League staff and board members should be considered supplemented 
hy the work done in Bucks County itself, The two approaches 
should be considered. equally . 


above) underscores the need and of the 
tion. Tt is urged that we move in the diredtion of a special and 
traly important effort in Bucks County as outlined in my previous 


Banner, Mr. Tucker 
Pope, Mr. Finley, Miss Tanneyhill 


1952 


